
Former Missouri State Attorney 
General and Missouri State 
Secretary of State

City manager of Kansas City 
from 1997-2003.  He developed 
the downtown plan & the 
emergency response system.

ROBERT COLLINS
Class of 1968

JAMES BETHKE
Class of 1964

Originally signed by the New 
York Yankees at the age of 19.  
Later he pitched for the New 
York Mets as a relief pitcher.  Jim 
played in 25 games, was 2 & 0.

 
TED CHITTWOOD

Class of 1939

Legendary coach and educator, 
was inducted into the Missouri 
Sports Hall of Fame. His teams 
held a record of 231-100-14 with 
12 conference championships. 

State Legislator.  Ron was 
elected from District 11 to the 
Senate 1992 to 2000.  He was 
elected to the House 1976-1990.  
Senator of the Year 1996 

RON DEPASCO
Class of 1962

RICK EASLEY
Class of 1969

Appointed Chief of Police in 
Kansas City on April 2, 1999 
Awarded the Meritorious 
Service Award in 1988, 1993 
and the Certificate of 
Commendation in 1984

DON FARRAR
Class of 1954

Presently singing with “ The Four 
Lads” as the lead tenor and 
performs throughout the country.

Highly decorated  in combat in 
World War II, Korean and Vietnam 
War.  Retired and became an 
author, civic leader and was 
honored by the General 
Assembly of the State of Illinois 
as a Distinguished Citizen. 

VERNON RQ FERNANDES
Class of 1942

Dr. DORIS LLOYD GROSH 
Class of 1941

Professor Emerita Kansas State 
Univ.  Dept Head of Industrial 
Engineering. Regular contributor 
of engineering articles. 

Formed a partnership with Walt 
Disney after he left high school.  
He was responsible for
the final creation of the 
present Mickey Mouse.  
He was also recognized 
as the genius behind Walt 
Disney and the innovator 
of their partnership. Was 
an Academy Award 
winner.

UB IWERKS
Attended 1916

ERIC HAWKINS
Class of 1925

Great dance choreographer.  
Joined the Martha Graham Dance 
Co in 1939

TIM HARDEN
Class of 1992

2001 World Indoor 60m Gold 
Medalist.  1996 Olympic Silver 
Medalist, 1999 World Indoor 60m 
Silver Medalist, 1998 US Outdoor 
100m Champion, 1995 NCAA 
Outdoor 100m Champion and 
two-time NCAA Indoor 55m 
Champion

President Nixon appointed Kelly 
Director of the FBI in 1973.   
Previously, Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy recommended 
Kelly to take over as Police Chief 
in Kansas City   

CLARENCE KELLY
Class of 1928

State Legislator.  Served in the 
House of Representatives from 
1972 to 1976 and in the Senate 
from 1979 to 1993   Also served 
as a member of the Board of 
Educ., NE  Alumni Bd & member 
of the Lee’s Summit City Council 

ROBERT T JOHNSON
Class of 1963

JAMES KIRKPATRICK 
Class of 1924
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Secretary of State

President of the Acupuncture 
Society of American, 

EPH MARKEY
Admin. & Coach

Coach at Northeast for 29 years.  
Member of MO HS Football 
Coaches & CMSU Athletic Hall of 
Fame. Memorial scholarships in his 
name at NE & CMSU.

CHARLES LUCKMAN
Class of 1925

5

Architect, Civic & Business Leader  
President of Colgate Palmolive.  
Designed Cape Canaveral, 
Edwards Air Force Base, 
Television City, Spacecraft Center 
in Houston.  Decorated by France 
/Britain.

Youthful prodigy that built a 
business empire through  3 
insurance operations, oil, 
railroading, lumber and banking.  
Practiced law while in high school   

JAMES J LYNN
Class of 1914

MAX H. MESNER
Late Thirties

RCA technician that was a key 
member of the team to develop 
color television. His cameras took 
first pictures of man on the moon.  

PROFESSOR
WARREN 

ROHSENOW
Class of 

1937

Researcher, educator and leader; 
made lasting contributions in the 
engineering profession in general 
and thermal power systems.  

THOMAS POLIZZI
Class of 1968

Associate Producer of MacGyver 
and movie “The Time Machine.”.

Wrote with her 
husband “ Let 
There Be Peace 
On Earth”  Starred 
in 7  movies.

JILL JACKSON 
MILLER 

Early Thirties

WILLIAM SESSIONS
Class of 1948

Judge Sessions practiced law and   
served as a US District Judge.  In 
1987 he was appointed to 
become Director of the FBI.  

MAXWELL TAYLOR
Class of 1917

Commander of the 101st Airborne 
Div in the Normandy invasion, the 
8th Army in Korean War and 
Commander of the U. N..  Chief of 
The Joint Staff of the Army.

MORT WALKER
Class 1941

Internationally known cartoonist.  
Creator of the most famous 
shirking private Beetle Bailey.

JOHN “BUD” THOMAS
Class of 1948

Chancellor Emeritus at 
Appalachian State University.

ROSE SHAPIRO LEVINE
Class of 1927

Prominent music educator & 
community volunteer.  UMKC 
Service Award and winner of 
Woman of Valor Award.

President Truman presented the 
Congressional Medal of Honor.  
posthumously to Charles Long.  
While fighting in Korea, Charles 
acted to allow his unit to escape 
annihilation by calling for 
explosive fire to take out the 
enemy. He continued to engage 
the enemy in the same area, to 
insure that his unit would escape 
and survive.  

RICHARD LOCKRIDGE
Class of 1916

Prolific American 
mystery writer.  
Created the Mr. 
& Mrs. North 
mysteries.  Later 
his books were 
made into a TV 
series

CHARLES RICHARD LONG
Class of 1941

JOHN WAAS
Class of 1941

Started with the Kansas City Fire 
Department as a volunteer and 
was promoted to Fire Chief.

JOSEPH WELLS
Class of 1969

Expert and author of various 
articles on computer viruses and 
how to detect and destroy them in 
the business environment.

DR. STEVEN WILHELM
Class of 1971

Research Expert in Toxic 
Substances Control at the Univ. 
of Tennessee focusing on 
Aquatic Microbial Ecology 
Research.

DR. RICHARD YENNIE
Class of 1945

RON ZUBER
Class of 1964

Elected to the Ban Johnson 
League’s 75th anniversary all-time 
team. He was 10-0 with a .89 ERA 
& 180 strikeouts in 91 innings

BETTY PETERSON 
BLASCO
Wrote the lyrics of 
the song “My 
Happiness” which 
helped to discover 
Elvis Presley


